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New Zealand Summer Guiding

Story and Photos (where not indicated) By Alex Geary
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French Mowuntain Guide Nicolas Honmeger guiding Yoko up the Summit Rocks on Aoraki/Mt Cook.

Fdizors Nate - One af the joys of belonging to an nternationally
recognized guddes asoctation i baving the apparianity to pack up
and move to other IWMGA countries _,I't'rr extended .Nnm!c where
o can guide in foreign mountain ranges and experience differ
ent carltures, with a fuirly seamless enansition. Not many professions
allow this, so we showld consider anrielves bucky Here, Canadian
Mountiin Guide Alex Geary explating bis experience guiding on the
ather side of the planet,

“You can see Awstralia on a bad day!™ a client wld me as we
looked our across the Tasman Sea from the head of the Frane
Josel Glacier. 1t ook me a few seconds 1o carch on, .

I'd been wanting to return and explore the mountaing in
Mew Zealand since my first shi welp o the Tasman Glagier in
2004, The Wuul:lluﬂmu Ranpe is the nu!y ],lhu- I've been o in
Canaclas with the big relief and huge sieep broken glaciers, com-
parable in size to what you can find in NZ. AorakifMi Cook

Matdomal Park has 19 peaks over 3000m rising staight ou of

the ocean, with AorakifMt Cook being the highest in NZ ai
3754m,

[ basod mysell out of Wanaka (a wown about the same siae
as Revelseoke, BC) for five months while puiding for the interna
tonally renowned Adventure Consultants during theie summer
A01TI01R season. Working for them meant | didi' need a ca
and was paid for all my tavel dime. With the exception of orips

o elimb AorakifMi Cook or Mt Aspiring, none of the coirses
o "Ascent Woeks” bave a fixod location, and most are about sev
on r|.:|y; |u||“ 1'tru,'[m{in|; illlnu.!unuq.I rmnml.ilmﬂlq: COUses)
‘Thiis means you can o wherever you feel like cach week on the
South lsland depending on weather and conditions (as long as
you domt blow your weekly heli budget), | therefore ended up
wistiiing all the major alpine dlimbing arcas including Aorakil/Mi
Cook National Park, Westlind National Park (Fox and Franz
Josel Glaciers), Mt Aspiring National Park, The Remarkables,
and The Darran Mountains (Flordland National Park), Desplee
Torw it might sound, with a pre-trip bricling from a senior puide
and a full-ime client liaison 1o ke care of logiscs, it wasnt
oo daunring,

I's quite complicated and expensive to get your awn permits
and insurance in N7, so almostall the puides work for one of the
big companies. They're always short of puides during the sum
et w0 thiere is linde competition between companies or guides,
and everyone is very friendly and supportive. This ammosphere
also seers 1 aniract lots of casy-going forelgn puides, some of
wham have moved there permanently o escape the pressures of
places like the Alps.

Waorking, climbing and hanging out with puides from Ro
mania, Venewels, France, Cacch Republic, Slovakia, Nepal,
laly, Germany, USA, Britain, Australia, and of course New
Zealand, was one of the highlights for me. Everyone brought

expericnce from their own couniry, and It was mn“y coal 10
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M1 Aspiring and the Colin Todd Hut,

Alex Geary climbing above Spaghetti Junction on Aoraki/MI Cook. Pholo: Cristing Pogacean
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Hayley exiting the Fox Glacter to the Chancellor Hut

see everyone solving problems slightly differently. For example,
while puiding a couloir on Aoraki one day; | was pitching it out
on bolted anchors, another puide was pitching it out on snow
anchors adjacent, another was simul-climbing with a Micro
Traxion, and another passed us all using a tractor-pull.

Things | thought about NZ that wrned out to be TRUE:
* "The best cragging: in NZ is at Arapiles
* ‘The ghiciers are big, steep and broken

« You spend a LOT of time walking under huge seracs while puid-
ing Aoraki/Mt Cook

Snow condlitions are often amazing for alpine dimbing

| would get a lot of experience with snow anchors

The South Island has a preat, relaxed vibe
* There is lots of 1:1 guiding
Things | thought about NZ. that turned out to be FALSE:

o Upright mid-clip pickets with cables are commonly used; In fact,
| dlieln't see one all summer (almost everyone uses MSR Coyoles)

¢ All the alpine rock is Weer-Bix (chossy)
o There is kess documentation than in Canada (1 had all my per

somal pear inspected and documented before my first job)
o Salety standards are a bit boose

« | was poing to have to do some long and gnarly approaches over
big, dangerous moraines with a pinormous pack (it was almost
entirely heli acces)

On a side note; after reading " Tucker Talk™ in the last issue
of The Arére, | noticed that there seemed o be a higher percent
ape of female puides in NZ than Canada, and more women
cranking harder than the men at the craps. A quick count on
the NZMGA website showed 14% female Mountain Guides
in NZ, which is more than double what we have in Canada. |
wonder why this is...

It you're interested in working in NZ during the summer,
their season starts late October and then tapers off by the end
of March. They will help organize work permits for Canadians
(IFMGA, Specialty and Apprentice Guides) if you commit to
sticking around for at least a couple of months,

ACMG Mounain Guide Alex Geary liver in Revelizoke, BC
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